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L  E  Do 


HEN  in  the  Courfe  of  human  Events,  it  becomes:  necdTary.  for  one  People  to  dilTolve,  the  Political  Bands  which  have  .conneded  them  with  another,  and 
to  aCume  among  the  Powers  of  the  Earth,' the  feparate  and  equaF  Station,  to  wliieh  the  Laws  of  Nature  and.  of  Nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  Re- 
fped  to  the  Opiaions  of  Mankind  requires  that  they  mould  declare  the  caufes  which  impel  them  to  the  Separation. 
We  hold  thefe  Truths  to  be  f^f-evident,  that  all  Men  are  created  equ?l,  that  they,  are  endowed  by  their -Creator  with  certain  unalienable-Rights.,  that 
among  thefe  are  Life,  Liberty,  and  "the  Purfuit  of  Happinefs— That  to  fccure  thefe  Rights,  Governments  are  inftitutcd .among  Men,  deriving  their  juR  Powers  from 
the  Confent  of  tne  Governed  ;  that  whenever  any  Form  of  Government  becomes  deilrudive  of  thefe  Ends,  it  is  the  Rignt  of  ^he  People  to  alter  or  to  abolifb  it,  and  to 
infotute  new  Government,  laying  its  Foundation  on  fuch  Principles,  and  organizing  it's  Powers  in  fuch  Form,  as  to  them  (Ml  feem  moft  likely  Co.effect  their  Safety 
and  Happinefs.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  Governments  long  eflablifhed  mould  not  be  changed  for  light  and  tranffent  Caufes ;  and  accordingly  all.  Experi- 
ence hath  fhewn,  that  Mankind  are  more  difpofed  to  luffee,  while  Evils  are  fu&rable,  than  to  right  themfelves  by  aboliming  the  Forms:  to  which  they  are  accuftom- 
ed.  But  when  along  Train  of  Abufes  and  Ufurpations,  purfuing.  invariably  the  fame  Object,  evinces  a  Defign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  Defpotifm,  it  is  their 
Right  it  is  their  Dutyt  to  throw  off  fuch  Government,  and  to  provide  new  Guards  for  their  future  Security,  Such  has  been  the  patient  Sufferance  of  thefe  Colonies  ; 
and  fuch  is  now  the  Neceffity  which  conftrains  them  to  alter  their  former  S.yftems  of  Government.  The  Hiftory  of  the  prefent  King  ofGreat-Britarn.is  a  H.ftory  of 
repeated  Inju  ries  and  Ufurpations,  all  haying,  in  dire#  Objed  the  Eftablimment  of  an  abfolute.  Tyranny  over  thefe  States.    To  prove  this,,  let  Fads  be  fubmitted  to 4 

©andid  World.  •  x  •     •  -  !>  •  .  «. 

He  has  refufcd  his  Affent  to  Laws,  thermit  whoiefome  aad  neceffary  for  the  public  Godu.  ,  A     .,  , 

He'  has  forbidden  his  Governors  to  p&faj  hxss&cdbts       ^t^a^Jtap^t^c,  .ctfefeft:  &fp&i&ai  *».  ^tOf^ioLJul  iais /  AiTent  fiiouiS  be  obtained  >  .and 

When  fo  Mpended,  he  has  utterly  neglsclel  to  attend  to  them.  V  »  .    n.  .     „  „  .     .  , 

He  has  refbfed  to  pafs  other  Laws  for  tBe  Accommodation  of  large  Diftricls;ef  People,  unfefs.  thofe  People  would  tdmqmm  the  Right  ©f  .Repfefentation  m  tha 
Leeiilaturc,  a  Right  ineftmable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  Tyrants  only.  , 

He  has  called  together  Legiflative  Bodies  at  Places  unufual,  uncomfortable,  and  Mm  from  the  Depository  of  their  public  Records,  for  the  fole  Purpof©  of  fatigu- 
ing them  into  compliance  with  his  Meafures.  t  L 

He  has  diflblved  BLeprefemarfve  Houfes.  repeatedly,  for  ©ppofing  with  manly  Fif jnnefc  his  Invafions  on  the  Rights  of  me  People. 

He  has  refufcd  for  a  long  Time,  after  fuch  Diflclutions,  to  cajife  others  to  be  eteaed  -t  whereby  the  Legiflative  Powers,  incapable  of  Annihilation,  have  returned 
Ao  the  People  at  large  for  their  exercife  %  the  State  remaining  in  the  mean  time  expofed  to  ail  the  Dangers  of  Invafion  from' without,  and  Cpnvuifions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to prevent  the  Population  of  thefe  States  j  for  that  Purpofe  obftru&ing  the  Laws  for  Naturalisation  of  Foreigners  i  tefufmg  to  pafs  others  to  en- 
courage their  Migrations  hither  and  raifingihe  Conditions  of  new  Appropriations  of  Lands.  .  ...jj 

Be  has  obtruded  the  Ad  mi  nidation  of  Juftice,  by  refufing  his  AiTent  to  Laws  for  eftablifhing  judiciary  Powers 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  Will  alone,  for  the  Tenure  of  their  Offices,  and  the  Amount  and  Payment  of  ■their -Salaries. 

He  has  ere&cd  a  Multitude  of  new  Offices,  and  lent  hither  Swarms  of  Officers  to  harrafs  our  People,  and  eat  out  their  Subftance. 
'  He  has  kept  among  us,  in  Times, of  Peace,  Standing  Armies,  without  the  confent  of  our  Legiflatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  Military  independent  of  and  fuperior  to  the  Civil  Power.  _  § 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubject  us  to  a  Jurifdiaion  foreign  to  our  Conftitutiofl,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  Laws  s  giving  Ins  Afknt  to  their  A&s  o*  pr  e- 
tended-Legislation  : 

For  Quartering  large  Bodies  of  Armed  troops  among  us.  , 

Fo&  protecting  them,  by' a  mock  Tria!,jfrom  PuniOiment  for  any  Murders  which  they  fliould  commit  on  the  Inkaktams  ot  thefe  States  S 
For  cutting  off  our  Trade  with  all  Part*  of  the  World  : 

For  impofmg  Taxes, on  us  without  our,  Confent.  *  . 

For  depriving  us,  in  mmy  Cafes,  of  th^  Benefits -of  Trial  by  Jury  s  ' 
For  tranfporting  us  beyond  Seas  to  be  $ed  for  pretended  Offences;  ; 

For  abolishing  the  free  Syftem  of  Englifh  Laws  in  a  neighbouring  Province,  eftaj>limmg  therein  an  arbitrary  Govern toent,  and  enlarging. its  Boundaries,  torn 
to  render  it  at  once  an  Example  and  fit  Inftrumcnt  for  introducing  the  fame  abfolute  Rule  into  thefe  Colonies  ;  ; 
F0R  t,fcing  away  our  Charters,  aboliming  our  moft  valuable  Laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the %rms  of  eur ■  Government!  s 
For  fufpending  our  own  Legiuatures,  alnd  declaring  themfelves  invefted  with  Power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all  Cafes  wl^atfeevtr, 
He  has  abdicated  Government  here,  tqr  declaring  us  out  of  his  P-roteaion  and  waging  War  againft  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  Seas,  ravaged  our  Coafts,  burnt  our  Towns,  and  deftroyed  the  Lives  of  our  People.  |  ' 

tip  is,  at  this  Time,  tranfporting  large  Armies  of  foreign  Mercenaries  to  compleat  the  Works  of  Death,  Defolation,  aftd  Tyranny,  already  begun  with  cireum- 
fiances  of  Cruelty  and  Perfily,  fcarcely  paralleled  in  the  moft  barbarous  Ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  civilised  Nation, 

He  has  contained  our  fellow  Citizens^  taken  Captive  on  the  high  Seas,  to  bear  Arms  againft  their  Country,  to  become  the  Executioners  of  their  Friends  and 
Brethren,  or  to  fall  themfelves  by  their  Hands.  _  ^  _      .       ,  (.  .  T         0  .   .  . 

He  has  excited' domeffic  Infurreclions  ag50ngft  us,  and  has  - endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Frontiers  the  mercilefs  Indian  Savages,  whofe  known 
Rule  of  Warfare  h  an  undiftinguifhed  Deftrudion,  of  all  Ages,  Sexes  and  Conditions.  .        r  . 

In  every  rtage  of  thefe  Oppremons  we  |ave  Petitioned  for  Redrefs  irr  the  moft  humble  Terms  :  Our  repeated  Petitions  have  been  anfwered  only  by  repeated  In- 
jury. A  Prince,  whofe  Charader  is  thus  by  every  ad*  which  may  .define  a  Tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  Ruler of "a  liee  People. 
■  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  Atlentrn  to  our  Britifii  Brethren.  We  have  warned  them  from  Time  to  Time  of  A^mpts  by  their  Legiflature  to  extend  aa 
unwarrantable  Jurifdiaion  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the  Circumftances  of  our  Emigration  and  Settlement  her<g.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  Ju- 
ftice and  Magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  Ties  of  our .  common  Kindred  todifavow  thefe  Ufurpations,  Wpiich  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  Con- 
nexions and  Correfpondence.  They  -too  have  been  deaf  to  the  Voice  of  Juftice  and  of  Confanguinity.  We  muft,  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  Neceffity,  which 
denounces  our  Separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  reft  of  Mankind,  Enemies  in  War,  in  Peace,  Friends.  J   ■  ;;  .  . 

We;  therefore,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  U  N  ITE  D  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  in  General  qoNCRiss,  Affcmbled,  appealing  to  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  the  Redtirude  of  our  Intentions,  do,  in  the  Name,  and  by  the  Authority  o&he  good  People  of  thefe  Colonics,  folemnly  Publim  and  De- 
clare, That  thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  Right  ought  to  be,  Free.a.nd  I  n  d  e  p  e  n  d  e  n  t  Stat  e  s  j  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  Allegiance  to 
the  Britifli  Crown,  and  that  all  political  Connexion  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great-Britairf  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  duTolved  j  and  that  as  Free  and 
Independent  States,  they  have  full  Power  to  levy  War,  conclude  Peace,  contracl:  Alliances,  eftablim  Commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  Adts  and 
Things  which  Independent  States  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  fupport  of  this  Declaration,  with  a  firm  Reliance  on  the  Protection  of  divine  Pro- 
yidence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  othe*;  our  Lives,  our  Fortunes,  and  our  facred  Honor. 

Signed  "by  Order,  and  in  Behalf      the  Congres  s, 


ATTEST. 
CHARLES 


JOHN   HANCOCK,  President, 


THOMSON,  Secretary. 


STATE  of  Rhobb-Ihao  R4'4  RU«  v  »  »  «  *  c  e  P  i  a  w  r  a  t  t  o  u  s, 
Ik 'GENERAL    A  -8  ^  S  U  B  L  Y,  July  Srfim,  i776.  ' 

THIS  General  Affsmbly  takiag  inta  the  matt  feriom  Cotifidw&tioB  the  RsfoJulioa  of  tht  Moft  H«- 
norablethe  Genbrai,  Congrbss  of  th«  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  of  ths  4th  Isft. 
declaring  the  (M  STATES  ?%tz  and  Indepekbbnt  IsTATES,  do  approve  the  feid  Refolut?ea  1  and  do 
moft  folemn!'/  engage  that  we  will  fupport  the  faid  General  Congress,  in  the  faid  Refalation,  with  our 
Lives  and  Fortaaes.  A  tw  COPY: 

Witness  HENRY   WARD,  Stc'rjr. 

STATE  of  Rhodb-Isuki  and  Providence  Plantations. 
In  GENERAL    ASSEMBLY,  July  i2th,-*776. 
Jf  is  Votidana  Re/alveJ,  That  the  Refolution  of  ths  General  Congress,  declaring  th*  UNITED 
*  COLONIES  free  and  indepenbent  STATES,  and  the  Aft  of  this  Affembly  approving  faid  Refo- 


!utlr>wt  ess  puWin)8^  %f  th«  Secretary  Totnofro*,  \g$fa»p«fi  it  u  o*Clocifc,  in  Pref«m««  of  both  Hoof*s  of 
the  General  Affembly  :  That  Thirteen  Cannon  boifiMsWged  at  Fort  lihrty,  upon  reading  rhi  fsid  Pro- 
clamition  s  And  that  the  Brigade  be  drawn  up  on  the  Parade,  in  Thirteen  Divifiom,  and  immediately  af- 
ter the  Difcharge  of  tha  Cannon  mske  a  Difcharge  ofMofltatry,  each  Divifisn  firing  One  Vollay  in  Sacwgloa. 

IT  ii  furtbtr  Felt*  and  Rthlmtd,  That  the  faid  Refutation  and  Aft  be  pnblilhed  in  Prwidimt,  on  Thurf. 
day  next,  tt'is  ©'Clock,  in  fuch  Manner  as  his  Hinor  the  Governor  mail  think  fit  s  and  that  Thirteen 
Cannon  be  difcharged  on  the  Occaiion. 

AND  it  is  further  Voud  and  Rs/ihsd,  That  the  faid  Refolution  and  Aft  be  read  in  the  feveral  Town-Meet- 
ings to  be  holden  on  the  laft  Tuefday  in  Auguft  next :  And  that  the  S«cretary  feafonably  furniih  the  Eecef- 
fary  Copies.  A  true  COPY: 

Witness  HENRYWARD,   Sst'ry.  . 


N  E   W  P   O    R   7t,  Peikted  by  S.  $0  UTHJVIC  K. 


A  true  COPY, 


'W    I  T  N  E  S  S 


/ 


#3 


« 


